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Democratic Socialists of America is the largest
and most exciting democratic socialist organization
in the United States. DSA has claimed the alle-
giance of such notable proponents of social change
as Michael Harrington, Cornel West, and Barbara
Ehrenreich, as well AFL-CIO President John
Sweeney, and thousands of members less well
known, but no less dedicated. Members of DSA
work in immediate struggles for social justice, as
we build a movement for long-term social change.
We bring to our work a strategy for building
alliances among social movements and a vision of a
more just and equitable society.

Boston DSA is one of more than 30 local DSA
organizations around the nation. The Boston local is
active throughout Massachusetts in progressive
political initiatives such as tax justice and single
payer health care, and works with friends in the
labor movement to defend worker's rights.



About Our Speakers

Harlan Baker was one of the founding members of
DSOC, which became DSA. He served in the Maine State
Legislature from 1979 -1988.  He sponsored legislation
deling with worker owned  cooperatives municipally
owned power districts, and a  State owned Bank.  He was
the sponsor of legislation to divest state pension money
from business investing in South Africa during Apart-
heid.  He currently teaches speech and theatre at the
University of Southern Maine.
♦ Coalition Politics or How I Learned to Live with

the Democrats
♦ Public Enterprise Legislation

Ed Clark has served as the Executive Vice President of
the Union of Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employ-
ees (U.N.I.T.E.).  Most of his life has been spent working
in the United States and European Labor movements.  In
the late 1960’s and early 1970’s he was an organizer and
business agent for the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union.  As a student activist in the 1960’s, Clark
worked in the South in the struggle to integrate racially
segregated public facilities.  He is an Honorary Vice Chair
of DSA.
♦♦ U.S. Labor Movement and the Left

♦♦ Labor and Socialism

♦♦ The Peace Movement and the Unions

Ellen Israel Rosen is a sociologist who has taught at
Vassar College and is now Professor Emeritus of Sociol-
ogy at Nichols College. She has done research at the
London School of Economics, at M.I.T, The Radcliffe
Institute at Harvard University, and at Boston College.
Her first book was Bitter Choices: Blue Collar Women in
and Out of Work, based on a study of over 200 women
factory workers in New England.  Her second book is
Making Sweatshops: The Globalization of the U.S.

Apparel Industry.
♦ Women and Globalization

♦♦ Textile and Apparel Trade Policy

♦♦ Women and Sweatshops

Robert J.S. “Bob” Ross is Professor and former
Chair of Sociology at Clark University.  Ross was a Vice
President of SDS and part of the group that participated in
the writing of the Port Huron Statement.  Since 1996, Ross
has addressed more than 100 professional and public
groups about problems of human and labor rights in the
apparel industry - the sweatshop issue .   He has been a
policy analyst, speechwriter, economic development
consultant and community organizer.  He is the author,
with Kent Trachte, of Global Capitalism: The New
Leviathan.
♦ South to South: Poor Countries Stake in

Labor Standards
♦♦ The New Left of the 60’s Compared to the

Student Movement Today
♦♦  The Three Legged Stool of Decent Condi

tions: Strong unions;  reformer allies;
sympathetic public policy

Rand Wilson has worked as a union organizer and
“labor communicator” for more than twenty years.  He
currently works for Jobs with Justice, a community-labor
coalition for workers’ rights with 40 local coalitions
around the United States. Most recently, Wilson worked
as Communications Director for Service Employees
International Union (SEIU) Local 285 in Boston, MA.
While at Local 285, he was actively involved in health
care reform, helping to spearhead a statewide Jobs with
Justice Health Care Action Day and “Take a Break for
Health Care,” a short on-the-job membership education
program.
♦  Health Care Reform

♦♦ Community Labor Coalitions
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